What to Expect
9th Grade Lit Milestone Study Sheet

Day 1:	May 1, 2017  [up to 90 minutes for this portion]
· You will read two passages (probably non-fiction articles).
· You will answer 3 multiple choice type questions about the passages.
· You will answer 1 short answer question about the passages.
· THEN---YOU WILL WRITE YOUR BIG ESSAY! Extended writing-response item—write an argumentative essay or expository/explanatory essay based on information read in 2 passages. The extended writing response task is scored on a 7-point scale: 4 points for idea development, organization, and coherence, and 3 points for language usage and conventions. 

Day 2:	 May 2, 2017	(2 Sections)

SECTION 1:  [up to 75 minutes for this portion]

· You will answer Multiple Choice questions. Selected-response items – multiple-choice questions over reading and writing based topics followed by four or more answer choices. 1pt

· { Technology-Enhanced Questions} Some MC questions will have a follow up question that requires you to choose 1 or 2 answers that support/prove (evidence) your answer to the previous question.

· You will answer Short Answer questions. Constructed-response items— question, and you write sentence or several sentences as answer. 2pts.
	SECTION 2:  [up to 75 minutes for this portion]
· YOU WILL WRITE A NARRATIVE/STORY! Extended constructed-response item— You will be asked to write a narrative based on a prompt or passage you are given. You should include sensory details, dialogue, and specific interesting details. 4pts.
{60 total items}

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE (DOK) LEVELS
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Day 2:

FICTION:
· Setting: [When and Where of a story] 

· Plot: [5 stages of Plot Diagram: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution]

· Character development (characterization): An author may reveal a character through the character’s thoughts, words, appearance, and actions, or through what other characters say or think. An author may also tell us directly what the character is like.
· Direct characterization occurs when the reader is told what a character is like; narrator describes character.
· Indirect characterization occurs when a reader must infer what a character is like; the text provides clues.

· Conflict: [External: (Man vs. Man, Man vs. Society, Man vs. Nature)] & [Internal: (Man vs. Self)]

· Point of view: [1st, 2nd, 3rd (omniscient & limited)]

· Linear/Non-Linear Structure: [With foreshadowing, the author gives hints of what is to come in the future. With flashback, the storyline shifts to the past to give readers important information to help them understand the story better. Other structures include Compare/Contrast]

· Tone & Mood:
· [Tone and mood are often confused with each other. One way to remember the difference is to imagine a passage being read aloud; think of tone as the way the author’s voice sounds and mood as how the passage makes you feel. Tone and mood are usually connected and similar.]
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· Theme: [Message/Moral/Lesson of a passage]
· Topic: Charles tells a lie to avoid trouble with his father, but his lie creates unexpected trouble with his brother.
· Theme: The lies we tell to cover up an action or situation can often be more damaging than the action or situation itself.

· Imagery: [Sensory details and description language]

· Symbolism: [Object stands for something else]

· Author’s purpose: [Entertain, Persuade, Inform]

· Irony: [Situational, Verbal, Dramatic]

· Figurative Language [simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, hyperbole]:

· Connotation vs. Denotation:
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NONFICTION:
· Central idea: [Main Idea]
· Author’s purpose: [Entertain, Persuade, Instruct, Inform]
· Supporting evidence:
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Grammar items on the EOC assessment test these points: 
• ensuring subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 
• recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons 
• using correctly frequently confused words (e.g., accept/except; there/their) 
• recognizing and correcting inappropriate shifts in verb tense placing phrases and clauses within a sentence and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers 
• using parallel structure 
• using phrases and clauses to convey meaning and add variety and interest to writing or presentations

Clauses:
• Independent clause: A group of words that expresses a complete thought and can
stand alone as a sentence.
• Dependent clause: A group of words that does not express a complete thought and
cannot stand alone as a sentence.

Semicolon: A punctuation mark that you may not have used in earlier grades is introduced in Grade 9; this mark is the semicolon [;]. This little symbol may seem intimidating, but once you know how to use it you may find that it comes in handy. Looking at the symbol itself, you can see that it looks like a period centered over a comma. One way to think of the semicolon is as a combination of these two other punctuation marks. You can use it when you need something stronger than a comma but not as strong as a period. So how does it work? When you have two related independent clauses (groups of words that can stand alone as a sentence), you need to separate those clauses in some way. One way is to use a semicolon. 
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[image: ][image: ]
image6.png
Item 10
Selected-Response.
What is the central idea of “A Changing Student Body”?

A. “And many students no longer use notepads and pencils.

B. “Instead of blocking off new technologies, educators should embrace them.”

C. “Smartphones can actually increase organization and productivity.”

D. “We simply cannot ask students to be separated from their main mode of
communication.”

Item 11

Selected-Response.

Based on “New Technologies Require New Rules,” which of these statements is an
example of a fact?

A. Technology use has increased in the classroom.
B. Students should never be allowed to use handheld devices.

C. The Intemet was never needed for homework in the classroom up until now.
D. High school students are too young to use technology properly.
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Item 12
Constructed-Response
Which author does the better job developing and supporting his or her topic?

Use details from BOTH passages to support your answer. Write your answer on the
lines provided.
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WRITING TASK

Currently, there is an ongoing debate about the use of technology such as
‘smartphones in the classroom. Some schools do not allow smartphones in class,
while others allow them and even encourage their use.

Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay in your
‘own words, supporting one side of the debate in which you argue EITHER that
‘smartphones should be allowed in the classroom OR that schools should be
smartphone-free.

Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your argumentative essay.
Write your answer on the lines provided.

Be sure to:

« Introduce your claim.

« Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, including facts and
details, from the passages.

« Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims.

« Organize the reasons and evidence logically.

« Identify the passages by title or number when using details or facts directly from
the passages.

« Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words, except when quoting directly
from the passages.

« Use appropriate and varied transitions to connect your ideas and to clarify the
relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

« Establish and maintain a formal style.

« Provide a conclusion that supports the argument presented.

« Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, capitalization, and
punctuation.
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TONE WORDS MOOD WORDS
The author's voice sounds ‘The atmosphere in the passage feels
formal casual sarcastic | dreamy mellow violent
objective | lively mocking | peaceful | ominous futile
playful sentimental | critical joyous tense empty
outraged comforting | uncomfortable
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SAMPLE ITEMS
Read the following passage and answer items 1 through 5.

from Les Misérables
By Victor Hugo

At the moment when the ray of moonlight superposed itself, o to speak, upon that
inward radiance, the sleeping Bishop seemed as in a glory. It remained, however,
gentle and veiled in an ineffable halFlight. That moon in the sky, that slumbering
nature, that garden without a quiver, that house which was so calm, the hour,

the moment, the silence, added some solemn and unspeakable quality to the
venerable repose of this man, and enveloped in a sort of serene and majestic
aureole that white hair, those closed eyes, that face in which all was hope and all
‘was confidence, that head of an old man, and that slumber of an infant.

‘There was something almost divin
being himself aware of it.

this man, who was thus august, without

Jean Valjean was in the shadow, and stood motionless, with his iron candlestick
in his hand, frightened by this luminous old man. Never had he beheld anything
like this. This confidence terrified him. The moral world has no grander spectacle
than this: a troubled and uneasy conscience, which has arrived on the brink of an
evil action, contemplating the slumber of the just. That slumber in that isolation,
and with a neighbor like himself, had about it something sublime, of which he was
vaguely but imperiously conscious.

No one could have told what was passing within him, not even himself. In order

to attempt to form an idea of it it is necessary to think of the most violent of
things in the presence of the most gentle. Even on his visage it would have.

been impossible to distinguish anything with certainty. It was a sort of haggard
astonishment. He gazed at it, and that was all. But what was his thought? It would
have been impossible to divine it. What was evident was, that he was touched and
astounded. But what was the nature of this emotion?

‘The gleam of the moon rendered confusedly visible the crucifix over the
chimney-piece, which seemed to be extending its arms to both of them, with
a benediction for one and pardon for the other.
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Suddenly Jean Valjean replaced his cap on his brow; then stepped rapidly past
the bed, without glancing at the Bishop, straight to the cupboard, which he saw
near the head; he raised his iron candlestick as though to force the lock; the

key was there; he opened it; the first thing which presented itself to him was the
basket of silverware; he seized it, traversed the chamber with long strides, without
taking any precautions and without troubling himself about the noise, gained the
door, re-entered the oratory, opened the window, seized his cudgel, bestrode the
‘window-sill of the ground-floor, put the silver into his knapsack, threw away the
basket, crossed the garden, leaped over the wall like a tiger, and fled.
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Item 1
Selected-Response
Which structure did the author use in order to create tension?

A chronological order
B. comparison and contrast
C. flashbacks

D. parallel plots
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Item 2

Selected-Response.

Which of these BEST describes the literary use of the word tiger in the last
paragraph?

A allegorical

B. figurative

C. literal
D. symbolic
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Item 3
Technology-Enhanced
This question has two parts. Answer Part A, and then answer Part B.

Part A

How does the intemal conflict that John Valjean experiences help to advance the
plot in the passage?

A. Valjean's initial confidence causes him to become friends with the Bishop.
B. Valjean’s existing annoyance causes him to try to wake the Bishop.

C. Valjean’s initial guilt causes him to hesitate to steal from the Bishop.

D. Valjean’s existing affection causes him to run away from the Bishop.

Part B
Which excerpt from the passage BEST supports the answer in Part A?

A. There was something almost divine in this man, who was thus august, without being

imself aware of it.

B. The moral world has no grander spectacle than this: a troubled and uneasy
conscience, which has arrived on the brink of an evil action, contemplating the
slumber of the just.

C. In order to attempt to form an idea of it, it is necessary to think of the most violent
of things in the presence of the most gentle.

. he seized it, traversed the chamber with long strides, without taking any

precautions and without troubling himself about the noise, gained the door
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Item 4
Constructed-Response
Describe the theme of the passage.

Be sure to use details from the passage to support your answer. Write your answer
on the lines provided.
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Item 5
Extended Constructed-Response

This passage was written using third-person point of view. How would the excerpt
be different if Jean Valjean were narrating?

Reuwrite the beginning of the passage from Jean Valjean's perspective. Write your
answer on the lines provided.
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Sojourner Truth

Sojourner Truth was an abolitionist, an emancipated slave, and a women’s
rights activist. She was one of the bestknown African American women of
the 19th century. Truth, who renamed herself at the age of 52, was bormn
Isabella Baumfree to parents James and Elizabeth, slaves of a man named
Colonel Ardinburgh, in Ulster County, New York.

Sojourner's childhood was difficult and she was separated from her parents at
the age of nine. She later married and became a mother to five children. She.
recounted many details of her life in her book, Narrative of Sojourner Truth,
which she wrote with the help of Olive Gilbert as she had never been able to
learn to write.

Truth escaped from slavery in 1827 at the age of 36. A major turning point
in Truth’s life was her decision to preach tolerance. She lived in a utopian
‘community called the Northhampton Association for Education and Industry,
a group of people dedicated to transcending class, race, and gender
distinctions. Other like-minded reformers such as Frederick Douglass and
William Lioyd Garrison also visited Northhampton.

Through her Northhampton connections, Sojourner began to speak publicly
about abolition and women'’s rights. She gave her famous "Ain't I a Woman"
speech at a Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio, in 1851. She was able
to buy a home and support herself through her speaking engagements and the
sales of her book.

During the Civil War, Truth devoted herself to gathering food and clothing for
the volunteer regiments of African American Union soldiers. She was also a
champion for creating a colony for freed slaves in the American West. When

a large migration of freed slaves settled in Kansas, Sojourner made the
Journey to help them get settled even though she was 88 years old. She died
at the age of 92 in Battle Creek, Michigan. Despite her life circumstances,
Sojourner Truth accomplished amazing things, championed human rights, and
exemplified service to others.
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Item 6

Selected-Response

Which statement is BEST supported by the information in the last paragraph?
A Truth did not believe in war.

B. Truth's family fought as soldiers.

C. Truth was dedicated to helping others.
D. Truth believed that soldiers should be paid.
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Item 7
Selected-Response
Read this sentence from the last paragraph.

Despite her life circumstances, Sojourner Truth accomplished amazing things,
championed human rights, and exemplified service to others.

‘The author uses the word despite in the sentence to suggest that

A. Truth was a humble woman

B. Truth reluctantly worked for others.

C. Truth was able to overcome obstacles
D. Truth did the same work as many others

Item 8
Selected-Response
What is the MAIN purpose of the passage?

A. totell the story of Truth's life

B. to prove that slavery was wrong

C. o explain how Truth became a writer

D. to show the start of the women's movement
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Item 14
Selected-Response.
Use this dictionary entry to answer the question.

thrive intransitive verb 1. to grow vigorously 2. to gain in wealth 3. to gain
in possessions 4. to progress toward or realize a goal despite or because of
circumstances

Which definition from the dictionary entry is the correct meaning for thrived as it is
used in the sentence?

For many generations students have thrived in the classroom without being able to
surf the Internet or contact their friends and family during school hours.

A. definition 1
B. definition 2
C. definition 3
D. definition 4
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Item 15
Selected-Response.
Which sentence is an example of parallel structure?

A. She went to the mall, to the grocery store, and to her dance class.

B. She went shopping, then to the grocery store, and then dance class started.

C. Her favorite activities are to dance, shopping at the mall, and cooking for her
friends.

D. She was going to cook a meal, but she has to g0 to the store, the mall, and dance
class.
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Item 16
Selected-Response.
Read the sentence below and determine which part is the dependent clause.

Because the plane arrived late, the rest of the day's flights were delayed and many
travelers were stuck waiting at the airport.

A. Because the plane arrived late
B. the rest of the day's flights were delayed
C. many travelers were stuck

D. waiting at the airport

Item 17
Selected-Response.
In which sentence is a semicolon used correctly?

A. 1am hungry and can’t wait to see the lunch menu; because pizza is my favorite.

B. Plastic bottles are bad for the environment; so recycling is important.

C. I prefer to write with pens instead of pencils; ballpoint pens are my favorite.

D. Since the store wanted to attract new customers; it offered a coupon for fifty
percent off all items.
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Level 1 (Recall of Information) generally requires students to identify, list, or define, often asking them to recall
who, what, when, and where. Consequently, this level usually asks students to recall facts, terms, concepts,
and trends and may ask them to identify specific information contained in documents, excerpts, quotations,
‘maps, charts, tables, graphs, or ilustrations. ltems that require students to “describe” and/or “explain”

could be classified at Level 1 or Level 2, depending on what is to be described and/or explained. A Level 1
“describe” and/or “explain” would require students to recall, recite, or reproduce information.

Level 2 (Basic Reasoning) includes the engagement of some mental processing beyond recalling or
reproducing a response. A Level 2 “describe” and/or “explain” would require students to go beyond a
description or explanation of recalled information to describe and/or explain a result or “how” or “why.”

Level 3 (Complex Reasoning) requires reasoning, using evidence, and thinking on a higher and more abstract
level than Level 1 and Level 2. Students will go beyond explaining or describing “how and why” to justifying
the “how and why” through application and evidence. Level 3 questions often involve making connections
across time and place to explain a concept or “big idea.”

Level 4 (Extended Reasoning) requires the complex reasoning of Level 3 with the addition of planning,
investigating, applying significant conceptual understanding, and/or developing that will most likely require
an extended period of time. Students should be required to connect and relate ideas and concepts within the
content area or among content areas in order to be at this highest level. The distinguishing factor for Level

4 would be evidence (through a task, a product, or an extended response) that the cognitive demands have
been met.
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Before you begin planning and writing, you will read two passages and answer one
question about what you have read. As you read the texts, think about what details
from the passages you might use in your argumentative essay. These are the titles.
of the texts you will read:

1. A Changing Student Body
2. New Technologies Require New Rules

A Changing Student Body

Many of today's high schools may look the same as the high schools of 40 years
ago, but their learning environments have changed dramatically. Many classrooms.
use smart boards instead of chalkboards. Many teachers use Web-based e-books
instead of heavy paper textbooks. And many students no longer use notepads and
pencils; they use laptops and smartphones. According to data compiled by the
research firm Nielsen, 58 percent of Americans between the ages of 13 and 17
owned a smartphone as of July 2012—an increase of more than 60 percent over
the previous year.

While the technologies of past generations have not completely disappeared,

and the content of what students learn has not necessarily changed, the formats
of communication and learning have been altered significantly. One question
remains: Will today's parents and educators be able to adapt to new technologies
and enable students to use them in the best ways possible?
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Because of new technologies, the world has opened up to students at an amazing
pace. Instead of having to search for books in a library, students can surf the
Internet to find research sources, information about almost any topic, and many
more educational aids. New technologies have also changed the way students
communicate with one another. Social media and smartphones have become
almost essential in the social lives of the modern American student.

So how can educators balance the opportunities of new technologies with
the distractions and diversions that they inevitably bring? Should students
be allowed to carry their cell phones with them to class? Their tablets? Their
laptops?

The answer is yes. Instead of blocking off new technologies, educators should
embrace them. According to a nationwide survey, 51 percent of high school
students are already bringing their smartphones to school. Educators should
take advantage of these tools. Many education-friendly apps and resources
boost student learning. By allowing students full access to their handheld
devices, teachers can instruct students on proper and polite technology use
while enabling them to tap in to powerful resources. There is little difference
between a student who is daydreaming or doodling in his notebook and a
student who is off-task and fiddling with her phone. By requiring phones to be
easily visible, teachers can monitor their appropriate use. We cannot control
every aspect of the students’ environment; we can only teach them the best
learning methods and study habits we know and hope that they become
motivated to apply them.

Smartphones can actually increase organization and productivity. Students are
becoming accustomed to text-message reminders and apps that help them
manage their time and schedules. Ken Halla, a U.S. history teacher, said he was
“stunned by how many more kids started doing the homework™ after he introduced
them to the app Remind101. With this app, students can snap a picture of the
day’s homework or take a short video from a class lecture for later reference.
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‘Smartphones may be tools that extend the hours of learning beyond time in the
school building.

Finally, ownership of a smartphone has become a matter of safety and welkbeing.
Students use smartphones not only to communicate with each other, but also to
communicate with their families and others in cases of emergencies or necessity.
Online social engagement is important to the overall emotional development of
students today. We simply cannot ask students to be separated from their main
‘mode of communication.

Just as a talented and engaging teacher of 40 years ago inspired students to pay
attention to their leaming goals, a similar teacher of today encourages students to
use technology to enhance their education.
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New Technologies Require New Rules

The use of technology in the classroom has increased at an amazing pace in
recent years. It is not uncommon to see students using tablets, writing on laptops,
and surfing the Interet during class. While these technologies can provide many
‘wonderful learing opportunities, they also can make it difficult for students to
focus on the content they must master. Students should not be allowed to use
handheld devices like tablets and smartphones in the classroom merely because
these technologies exist.

When students are allowed to surf the Internet and to use their smartphones in
class, teachers have little to no control over what the students are looking at or
learning. According to a study by Harrison Interactive, 27 percent of smartphone.
users use their devices for educational purposes (explicitly not texting or social
networking) two to three times per week, indicating that a majority of students use
their smartphones only for texting or social networking. Even adults have difficulty
staying on task in meetings when their smartphones are only a swipe away. If
teachers want their students to use the Intemet or other media, they can present
the information to the class via a smart board. There is no need for individual
students to have access to the Internet.

For many generations, students have thrived without being able to surf the
Internet or contact their friends and family during school hours. Technology use
only adds to the many distractions that students face, from peer pressure to
extracurricular activities. In a school environment, distractions such as loud
ringtones and near-constant texting are unnecessary and undesirable.

High school students are simply too young to be granted full leeway with their
handheld devices. Students should be required to leave smartphones and other
handheld devices in their lockers or at home. That way our schools can be
dedicated learning environments instead of places of distraction and constant
media bombardment.





