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The Greeks saw death as a time when the soul left the body to enter Hades.  This soul could be seen, but was untouchable.  Beginning in Classical times, beliefs of punishment after death or reward after death emerged.  The soul, which was responsible for a person’s personality and moral decisions, received the eternal punishment or reward for the choices of the human form.  The burial rituals perhaps spawned from this belief that the soul must be guided into the afterlife.  
If the body was not given a proper burial according to Greek ritual, the soul would remain trapped between the worlds of the living and the underworld.
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Demanding proper burial was one of the major reasons why ghosts would show themselves to the people of ancient Greece.  Erwin Rohde, the author of Psyche: The Cult of Souls and Belief in Immortality Among the Greeks, states, 
“The first duty that the survivors owe to their dead is to bury the body in the customary manner…Religious requirements, however, go beyond the law.” 
Closing the eyes and the mouth of a corpse upon death was the first thing that was done to prepare the body for burial. The body was washed by the women of the household. If seawater was available, it was preferred. If the deceased was killed in battle, the wounds were cleaned and dressed. 

Deceased soldiers were dressed in military cloaks. If the person was about to be married or had recently been married, they were dressed in their wedding attire. The hair was arranged as it had been in life; the bodies of women were given earrings and a necklace to wear. The jewelry was usually modest. Sometimes place a diadem (crown) was placed on the corpse’s head. In Athens, crowns of gold were often used, but more often the crown was made of branches or celery. A coin was usually placed in the mouth as payment to Charon for ferrying the deceased across the Styx. 

A Greek funeral was carried out in three stages: the body was prepared and laid out (prothesis or wake), the body was moved to the place where it would be interred or buried (ekphora or procession), and the body or cremated remains were placed in the tomb or grave. 

The most important part of the prothesis was the ritual lament. While singing, the persons involved would move around the body in a pattern resembling a dance. 
In the portion of the funeral known as the ekphora, the corpse was brought to the grave by horse-drawn hearse or it was carried by pall-bearers. At one time these pall-bearers were family members, but in later times they were probably hired. Musicians were also hired to provide the music. Men led the procession, and women followed behind. The mourners usually did not remain silent while proceeding to the cemetery. They would stop at each street corner and lament in order to bring attention to their loss. The women tore at their hair and lacerated their cheeks with their fingernails. 

Both burial and cremation were practiced by the ancient Greeks. When a corpse was cremated, wine was used to extinguish the funeral pyre. A relative gathered the ashes and put them into an urn. Offerings of food and ointments were then made to the dead. These offerings were deposited in the grave or right next to the grave. In Pre-Classical times, there is evidence of the ritual slaughter of both animals and humans at gravesites.
At the conclusion of the burial ceremony, the women were the first to leave so they could go home and prepare a banquet held in honor of the deceased. The men remained behind to finish the preparation of the tomb or grave. When all was done, a stele, very similar to modern gravestones, was placed over the grave. 

It was extremely important to family members to visit tombs regularly. Sometimes a childless man would adopt an heir to ensure that someone would visit his grave after he died. On a typical visit, the stele was adorned with colorful ribbons and floral wreaths as well as being annointed with oils. Vases filled with oil were one of the most popular gifts brought on a visit to the cemetery. On it were painted scenes of people bringing gifts to the grave of a loved one. A feast was laid out at the tomb or gravesite in honor of the deceased. 
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