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Mini lesson on structure

	Key terms
	Notes and details

	
	

	What is structure?
	

	
	

	What is linear structure?
	

	
	

	
	

	What is non-linear structure?
	

	
	

	
	


(pages 1-22)

Citing evidence from the text. 
1. What does the newspaper article report in the first chapter?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you feel the author chooses to begin the novel with a non-linear structure? How does that affect your opinion of the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Why does B.J. look to God for answers? What does that reveal about B.J.’s character?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Why didn’t B.J. drive when he was the only sober one in the car? If you were in the same situation, what would you do?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
What is ironic about Andy being appointed as the new team captain for the basketball team? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mini lesson on point of view. 
	Key terms
	Notes and details

	What are the key points for each type of POV?
	First-person:

	
	

	
	

	
	Second-person:

	
	

	
	Third-person: 

	
	

	
	

	
	


(23-40)

1) Cite evidence from the text that shows how Andy is dealing with the tragedy.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Think about Gerald’s essay “Changing the World.”  Do you think his reasons are justified?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
50-62 
1. According to Andy, how does his dad communicate with him? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why doesn’t Andy talk to the guidance counselor at school? If you were in a situation like Andy’s would you talk to someone at school? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 (63-95)

1. What is the teacher’s reasoning for using references of black and white in poetry? What other colors are mentioned in the story to show something else (symbolism)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Make an inference.  Why would Andy wonder if Rob’s feet were cold like his own?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
On pages 106-109, Andy’s English class discusses a scene in Macbeth by William Shakespeare.  Macbeth tells the story of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth who commit murder so that he can become king.  Throughout the play both characters experience guilt and eventually go crazy.  

She should have died hereafter.

There would have been a time for such a word.

Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow,

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day

To the last syllable of recorded time,

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!

Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage

And then is heard no more. It is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.

B.J. interprets this section of Macbeth as, “‘Life is short, and then you die. And on top of that, life don’t really mean nothin’ anyway.’ But I think the only reason that he was so depressed was that he couldn’t find nothin’ else good about livin.” (108)
1.   Why do you think this class upsets Andy so much? In what ways is Andy’s depression similar to Macbeth’s? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
110-118
1. What hints do Tyrone and B.J. receive from Andy that tells them he is not able to handle the pain and pressure?  Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Make an inference. Why would Andy hide the truth about his dreams, his failing grades, and his depression from Dr. Carrothers?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mini-lesson: character development. 

	Key terms
	Notes and details

	
	

	What are the two main types of characters?
	Static: 

	
	

	
	

	
	Dynamic:

	
	

	
	


119-132.  
1. Make an inference. Do you think that Monty understands what is happening with Andy? Use details from the text to support your answer. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Make an inference. Why does the teacher think that black kids are tougher than white kids? What does this tell the reader about the tone of Hazelwood High?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The reader is able to see multiple characters’ perspectives and opinions about Andy.  How do these multiple points of view shape your understanding of him as a character?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Examine Keisha’s relationship with Andy.  Does this prove that she is a static or dynamic character?  Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


